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Elks help wheelchair children get into the swing of things
By Kevin Penton � Staff Writer � June 26, 2008
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MIDDLETOWN — Children who use wheelchairs 

now can enjoy swaying on a swing during a lazy 

afternoon.

Middletown Elks Post 2179 organized an effort 

to bring a specialized swing that can 

accommodate a wheelchair to the Croydon Hall 

playground in the Leonardo section.

"We just want the kids to be kids," said Mike 

Dickie, who coordinates the Elks' special children committee.

Related news from the Web
Latest headlines by topic:

●     Family

●     Kids

Powered by Topix.net

 

 

 

 

More Community headlines
●     Teenage "ninja" and his toy sword turn masquerade into 

mass lockdown   

●     Residents left frustrated at Wal-Mart plan meeting   

●     Fun by the bay: Music, seafood and demos part of 
Baymen's Festival   

●     Matawan's Anderson to play in North-South game   

●     Zoll goes from Marlboro to Madison Square Garden   

Latest headlines

http://www.app.com/mobile/
http://www.app.com/rss/
http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=NLETTER999
https://ssl1.gmti.com/asburypark/secure/icon_app/subscribe.html
http://www.app.com/jobs/
http://www.app.com/cars/
http://www.app.com/homes/
http://www.app.com/apartments/
http://www.app.com/dating/
http://www.app.com/shopping/
http://www.app.com/classifieds/
http://www.app.com/ezclassifieds/
http://www.app.com/ezclassifieds/
http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
mailto:kpenton@app.com
javascript:NewWindow(600,800,'/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080626/COMMUNITY/806260350/1283/LOCAL07&template=printart');
javascript:NewWindow(300,400,'/apps/pbcs.dll/section?template=Xsendmailpopup&GPUBDATE=200806260410&GCATID=COMMUNITY&GARTNO=806260350&GTITLE=Elks help wheelchair children get into the swing of things');
http://del.icio.us/post?v=2
http://www.facebook.com/share.php
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2
http://reddit.com/submit
http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed
javascript:NewWindow(200,200,'/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=socialbookmarkshelp');
http://gannett.gcion.com/?adlink/5111/189974/0/170/AdId=63701;BnId=1;itime=628059772;
http://www.topix.net/family/?p=7044&s=PB&co=1
http://www.topix.net/family/kids/?p=7044&s=PB&co=1
http://www.topix.net/
http://gannett.gcion.com/?adlink/5111/190303/0/5/AdId=53379;BnId=1;itime=628059851;
http://gannett.gcion.com/?adlink/5111/190466/0/5/AdId=49441;BnId=5;itime=628060921;
http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080626/COMMUNITY/806260561/1065
http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080626/COMMUNITY/806260561/1065
http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080626/COMMUNITY/806260593/1065
http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080626/COMMUNITY/806260595/1065
http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080626/COMMUNITY/806260595/1065
http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080626/COMMUNITY/806260322/1065
http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080626/COMMUNITY/806260365/1065


The swing's $5,000 cost was split among the Elks; Pat Dunphy, a local physical therapist who came up with 

the idea; and Port Monmouth's Whirl Construction, which provided and installed it, Dickie said.

Children will not need to rely on someone to push them — they can mimic the momentum-creating effect of 

kicking one's feet by pushing and pulling a chain that is part of the swing, said Elks member Bob Santoro.

"We thought it would be a great thing for the kids," Santoro said.

Deputy Mayor Pamela Brightbill, Mayor Gerard Scharfenberger and Committeeman Patrick Short were on 

hand last month to cheer on the children who first rode the swing.

"The Elks do some amazing work in Middletown," Brightbill said. "It was a great collaboration between 

various community groups."
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